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The greatest obstacle to obeying God is not really knowing God. The more 

you know God as He truly is, the more you will want to obey Him.  

 

Our lack of nearness to God or experience with God impairs our vision of 

who God truly is. Sometimes we fail to recognize the significance of 

obedience because we fail to recognize the significance of God. A generic 

view of God will lead to a mediocre life.  

 

And so my aim this morning is to demonstrate the correlation between our 

obedience and our vision of God.  

 

Context of Deut. 4:  

� Deut. 1-3: Reminding Israel of their past folly (chapter 1) and God’s 

past faithfulness (Chapters 2&3) to encourage them to trust God in 

the future  

� Deut. 4: Why obedience to God’s law is so important!  

� Deut. 5+: Moses’ teaching on the law—instructing them how to live 

as God’s people in the Promised Land.  

 

Structure of Deut. 4:  

� Exhortation to Obey God’s law (vs. 1-6) 

� Incentives to obey God’s law (vs. 7-39) 

� Encouragement to obey God’s law (vs. 40) 

 

Flow of Thought: There is a uniqueness about God’s people (society) as a 

result of the uniqueness of God’s law and His involvement in their history, 

based on the uniqueness of God Himself.  

 

 

Focus: The magnificence of God’s character  

motivates us to obey God’s commandments. 

I. Exhortation to obey God’s law. (Deut. 4:1-6) In the end, obedience 

 to God is a life and death matter.  

 

Example 1: “Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments 

which I am teaching you to perform, so that you may live and go in 

and take possession of the land which the LORD, the God of your 

fathers, is giving you. (4:1) The first generation did not listen and 

obey God’s law and they did not live. They died in the wilderness. 

(The wages of sin is death.) 

 

Example 2: “Your eyes have seen what the LORD has done in the 

case of Baal-peor, for all the men who followed Baal-peor, the LORD 

your God has destroyed them from among you. 
4 
But you who held 

fast to the LORD your God are alive today, every one of you.” (4:3-4)  

Baal-peor refers to an incident that happened in Numbers 25 where 

the Israelites engaged in sexual immorality with Moabite woman as a 

part of pagan worship. The result was that God sent a plague that 

killed 24,000 people.  

  

Obedience to God is a life and death matter. That’s why verse 2 is so 

particular—“you shall not add to the word which I am commanding you,  

nor take away from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord.” 

 

You may be thinking, “yeah, but I see people disobey God all the time and 

get away with it.” The reality is that sometimes God’s judgment comes in 

unseen ways such as the hardening of the heart, ensuring final judgment in 

the future. This is what happened to Eli’s sons.  (I Samuel 2) 

 

Obedience is the way of wisdom. “So keep and do them, for that is your 

wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all 

these statutes and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding 

people.’” (4:6) The wisdom of God’s people would be evident when they 

ordered their lives by the law of God which would cause them to be at peace 

with God. This was at the very core of God’s purpose for their lives. Israel’s 

original mission was to be a blessing and light to the nations. Yet the only 

way their lives could accurately reflect God to the world was through their 

obedience to Him.  



Obedience to God demonstrates the wisdom of walking with God and models 

our witness to the world.  

 

II. Incentive  to obey God’s law (Deut. 4:7-39) 

 

Seven weighty incentives to obey God’s Word: 

 

1. Nearness & Righteousness of God. (Deut. 4:7-8) “For 

what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as 

is the LORD our God whenever we call on Him? 
8 
Or 

what great nation is there that has statutes and 

judgments as righteous as this whole law which I am 

setting before you today?  

 

There’s something unique about God’s people: God is near 

to them and responds to them when they pray. Yet His favor 

is conditional on the basis of their obedience to God’s law, 

which is a reflection of His own perfect righteousness.  

 

Our obedience to God is the means by which we 

demonstrate to the world both the nearness and 

righteousness of God. In other words, obedient lives are 

essential to evangelism because they are a witness to the 

reality of God’s nearness to us and they model the 

righteousness of His own character.  

 

2. Dread of God. 
 
(Deut. 9-14) “Only give heed to yourself 

and keep your soul diligently, so that you do not forget 

the things which your eyes have seen and they do not 

depart from your heart all the days of your life; but 

make them known to your sons and your grandsons. 
10 

Remember the day you stood before the LORD your 

God at Horeb, when the LORD said to me, ‘Assemble the 

people to Me, that I may let them hear My words so they 

may learn to fear Me all the days they live on the earth, 

and that they may teach their children.’ 
11 

You came near 

and stood at the foot of the mountain, and the mountain 

burned with fire to the very heart of the heavens: 

darkness, cloud and thick gloom. 
12 

Then the LORD spoke 

to you from the midst of the fire; you heard the sound of 

words, but you saw no form—only a voice. 
13 

So He 

declared to you His covenant which He commanded you 

to perform, that is, the Ten Commandments; and He 

wrote them on two tablets of stone. 
14 

The LORD 

commanded me at that time to teach you statutes and 

judgments, that you might perform them in the land 

where you are going over to possess it.  

 

Here Moses reminds them of their experience at Mt. 

Sinai, when God gave them the law (Ex. 19-20). You 

need to understand that this was a terrifying experience. 

God descended on Mt. Sinai in a thick cloud and fire. 

Thunder and lightning riveted the sky while Mt. Sinai 

itself began to quake violently. The sound of a loud 

trumpet was deafening, and because of the fire, the 

mountain smoked like a furnace. The people were 

warned that they should not even touch the mountain or 

they would die. God in all His holiness was displaying 

the dread of His presence before frail people. And from 

the fire and through the thunder they heard Him speak.  

 

Now Moses urges them to take diligent care of their 

souls. Don’t forget that awful and terrifying sight that 

you saw with your own eyes when you heard God’s 

voice thunder from within the fire. 

 

They are to constantly reawaken their souls to the fear of 

God and they are to tell their children and their 

grandchildren about the dread of God. God is to be 

obeyed because God is to be feared.  

 

 

 

 



3. Formlessness of God. 
 
(Deut. 4:15-19) “So watch 

yourselves carefully, since you did not see any form on 

the day the LORD spoke to you at Horeb from the midst 

of the fire, 
16 

so that you do not act corruptly and make a 

graven image for yourselves in the form of any figure, 

the likeness of male or female, 
17 

the likeness of any 

animal that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged 

bird that flies in the sky, 
18 

the likeness of anything that 

creeps on the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in 

the water below the earth. 
19 

And beware not to lift up 

your eyes to heaven and see the sun and the moon and 

the stars, all the host of heaven, and be drawn away and 

worship them and serve them, those which the LORD 

your God has allotted to all the peoples under the whole 

heaven.  

 

By formlessness, I am referring to the fact that God is 

spirit, invisible, not constrained to the limitations of a 

body.  

 

This is a warning against idolatry. Vs. 15 says we are to 

watch ourselves carefully. God knows that we will have 

a tendency to worship what we can see instead of Him 

who we cannot see. Yet no image could adequately 

reflect Him much less an image of something less than 

Him.  

 

We must obey Him because He is not a mere creature—

He is God, infinite and transcendent—His glory 

surpasses all created things! 

 

God created us to have our deepest fulfillment and joy in 

knowing and loving Him. We know that this is of utmost 

importance because it is the focus of the first 

commandment. “You shall have no other gods before 

Me” (Ex. 20:3). God alone must be the defining 

influence and preoccupation of our lives.  

4. Jealousy of God.  (Deut. 4:20-24)“But the LORD has 

taken you and brought you out of the iron furnace, from 

Egypt, to be a people for His own possession, as today. 
21 

“Now the LORD was angry with me on your account, 

and swore that I would not cross the Jordan, and that I 

would not enter the good land which the LORD your God 

is giving you as an inheritance. 
22

 For I will die in this 

land, I shall not cross the Jordan, but you shall cross 

and take possession of this good land. 
23 

So watch 

yourselves, that you do not forget the covenant of the 

LORD your God which He made with you, and make for 

yourselves a graven image in the form of anything 

against which the LORD your God has commanded you. 
24 

For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous 

God.  

 

There are two things that God will not share because of His 

jealousy.  

a. The first is His glory—that’s why idolatry is completely 

off  limits. Isa. 42:8—“"I am the LORD, that is My 

name; I will not give My glory to another, Nor My 

praise to graven images.” You must understand that the 

question is never “to worship or not to worship.” We 

were made to worship. Every human being must 

worship—either God or something less.  

 

b. The second is His people. Like a good husband, God 

will not tolerate a violation of His covenant relationship. 

When God’s people worship false gods, this is a 

violation of the covenant He made to be their God and 

for them to be His people. This is what drives the 2
nd

 

commandment: (Exodus 20:4-6) 

 

So, idolatry is a violation of both God’s glory and His 

covenant love for His people.  

 

The whole purpose behind what God did in the Exodus 

(in bringing His people out of Egypt) is spelled out in vs. 

20: “The Lord has taken you and brought you out of the 



iron furnace, from Egypt, to be a people for His own 

possession…”They belong to God and He is jealous for 

them with a severe jealousy. Vs. 24 says He is a 

consuming fire. His love burns with intense jealousy. 

His holiness consumes. 

 

It’s no wonder that Moses warns them as he does in vs. 

23-24. In vs. 21-22, Moses used himself as an example. 

If even he could not enter the Promised Land because of 

His failure to honor God, how much more must they 

watch their own lives?  

We must avoid idolatry because God is both jealous in 

His love and holy in His wrath.  

 

This is not just an Old Testament concept. I John 5:21 

says, “Guard yourselves from idols.” Don’t let other 

things steal your heart! 
 

Hebrews 12 says to us as New Testament believers, “See 

to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking…Since 

we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us 

show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an 

acceptable service with reverence and awe, for our God 

is a consuming fire.”  

 

What are the idols in your life that threaten or diminish your 

awe of God? What are the idols in your life that you turn to 

instead of God for joy? 

 

5. Compassion of God  
 
(Deut. 4:25-31) “When you 

become the father of children and children’s children 

and have remained long in the land, and act corruptly, 

and make an idol in the form of anything, and do that 

which is evil in the sight of the LORD your God so as to 

provoke Him to anger, 
26 

I call heaven and earth to 

witness against you today, that you will surely perish 

quickly from the land where you are going over the 

Jordan to possess it. You shall not live long on it, but 

will be utterly destroyed. 
27 

The LORD will scatter you 

among the peoples, and you will be left few in number 

among the nations where the LORD drives you. 
28

There 

you will serve gods, the work of man’s hands, wood and 

stone, which neither see nor hear nor eat nor smell. 
29

But from there you will seek the LORD your God, and 

you will find Him if you search for Him with all your 

heart and all your soul. 
30 

When you are in distress and 

all these things have come upon you, in the latter days 

you will return to the LORD your God and listen to His 

voice. 
31 

For the LORD your God is a compassionate 

God; He will not fail you nor destroy you nor forget the 

covenant with your fathers which He swore to them.  

 

Vs. 25: You will sin—you will do evil in the sight of the 

Lord and provoke Him to anger.  

 

Vs. 26: You will suffer the consequences of your sin. 

 

Vs. 27-28: The Lord Himself will discipline you. Part 

of the punishment of being separated from God, is that 

your worshiping heart will worship false gods made by 

men that cannot speak instead of worshiping the God 

who made men and Himself speaks! 

 

Irony (vs. 25, 28): The consequence of worshiping false 

gods is the futility of worshiping false gods.  

If you feel as though your life has been overcome by 

futility, it’s possible that the sin of idolatry has stolen 

your joy in God—or at least that you are not drinking 

from the well of God-centered joy. 

 

God will grant repentance! (vs. 29) 

The word “if” here is very significant. You will seek 

God if your heart has not grown too hard to seek Him. 

And even then, the only repentance that will benefit you 

is that which comes from a whole heart. God does not 



entertain half-hearted repentance—that is, repentance 

that wants to escape the consequences without yielding 

the heart to God’s control.  

 

Vs. 31: God’s faithfulness outweighs our faithlessness. 

He will be faithful to us because He will be faithful to 

Himself in keeping the covenant He has made.  

This does not suggest that it’s okay to presume upon 

God’s mercy. It’s never safe to think that I can sin now 

and God will forgive me later. There will always be 

consequences to our sin.  

 

And so we should obey God not only because of the 

consequences of disobedience, but because God is 

compassionate, faithful, and forgiving—a God of 

redemption, who grants repentance that we might return 

to Him and serve Him with a whole heart.  

 

6. Singular Uniqueness of God (Deut. 4:32-35) “Indeed, 

ask now concerning the former days which were before 

you, since the day that God created man on the earth, 

and inquire from one end of the heavens to the other. 

Has anything been done like this great thing, or has 

anything been heard like it? 
33

Has any people heard the 

voice of God speaking from the midst of the fire, as you 

have heard it, and survived? 
34

Or has a god tried to go 

to take for himself a nation from within another nation 

by trials, by signs and wonders and by war and by a 

mighty hand and by an outstretched arm and by great 

terrors, as the LORD your God did for you in Egypt 

before your eyes? 
35 

To you it was shown that you might 

know that the LORD, He is God; there is no other besides 

Him. 

 

Israel had the incredible privilege of experiencing 

something that no one else, in all the earth, in all time, 

has ever experienced. (vs. 32-34). 

God’s people are unique because they have a unique 

history with God. And the whole purpose behind what 

God has done is found in vs. 35. The reason for the signs 

and wonders and miracles and persistent grace, is that 

they might know “that the Lord, He is God; there is no 

other.”  

 

They are not ignorant of the existence or greatness of 

God. And because He is the Almighty and only God, 

He has exclusive rights to our worship and absolute 

rights to our obedience.  

 

7. Personal Love & Power of God (Deut. 4:36-39) “Out of 

the heavens He let you hear His voice to discipline you; 

and on earth He let you see His great fire, and you 

heard His words from the midst of the fire. 
37

Because He 

loved your fathers, therefore He chose their descendants 

after them. And He personally brought you from Egypt 

by His great power, 
38 

driving out from before you 

nations greater and mightier than you, to bring you in 

and to give you their land for an inheritance, as it is 

today. 
39 

Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, 

that the LORD, He is God in heaven above and on the 

earth below; there is no other. 

 

Why did God do all these great wonders for Israel? The 

answer is in vs. 37. God exercised His great power on 

their behalf because He chose them; and He chose them 

because He loved them. Why did He love them? It’s not 

because of their greatness or their loveliness. 

 

Deut. 7:7--"The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you 

because you were more in number than any of the peoples, for you 

were the fewest of all peoples, but because the LORD loved you and 

kept the oath which He swore to your forefathers…” 

 



The best answer is that the Lord loved them because He 

chose to love to them; ultimately because He Himself is 

love—it’s His nature (I John 4:8, 16).  

 

No motivation for obedience is complete without a heart response to 

the love of God.  

 
 39 

Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, that the LORD, He 

is God in heaven above and on the earth below; there is no other. 

 

The weightiness of God’s word is measured by the weightiness of 

God Himself. And this is the weight that motivates our obedience. 

We must consider the … 

� Nearness and righteousness of God 

� dread of God 

� formlessness of God 

� Jealousy of God (holiness, wrath) 

� Compassion of God 

� the singular uniqueness of God 

� personal love and power of God 

 

III. Encouragement to obey God’s law (Deut. 4:40) “ So you shall keep 

His statutes and His commandments which I am giving you 

today, that it may go well with you and with your children after 

you, and that you may live long on the land which the LORD your 

God is giving you for all time.” 

 

The ultimate end of obedience to God’s law is His blessing. He did not 

give His commandments to be a burden; they are for our good and for 

our blessing and ultimately for the joy of walking in fellowship with 

God.  

I John 5:3—“…this is the love of God that we keep His commandments; 

for His commandments are not burdensome.” 

The magnificence of God’s character motivates us to obey His commands. 

But the Gospel of Christ empowers us to obey Him from the heart. Moses 

called the Israelites to renew their covenant that was governed by God’s law. 

But Jesus has called us into a new covenant whereby we receive a new heart. 

How shall we not offer a life of obedience to the God who has redeemed us?  

We are not somehow disadvantaged because we were not there to hear the 

voice of God thunder or see the fire of God on Mt. Sinai. We are not 

disadvantaged because we did not see the great wonders that God performed 

in Egypt.  Since the beginning of time, search the whole earth and tell me if 

anything so great as this has ever been done; that God should redeem a 

people for Himself from every tribe, and people, and tongue by sending His 

only Son to purchase us out of the bondage of our sin by His death so that we 

may live in fullness of His joy.  


